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18th Century

1701  Detroit was founded by Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac as a fur-trading center.

1702  Cadillac built a chapel in honor of Ste. Anne.  St. Anne Church is the oldest church in Detroit.  Fur traders and native
Americans arrive in a canoe heavily laden with beaver’s pelts.

1763     Chief Pontiac almost succeeded in defeating the British in Detroit.

1796        Detroit became an U.S. city as land was handed over by the British to the Americans after the Revolutionary War.

19th Century

1805 Detroit burned to the ground.

1806 Detroit was incorporated as a city.

1824 The first mayor, John R. Williams was elected.

1837 Michigan was admitted to the Union as the 26th state and Detroit became an important station on the Underground
Railroad.
The Board of Education opened its first schoolhouse.

1848 Detroit’s oldest labor union, the Detroit Typographical Union, was formed.

1851 Hog Island was officially renamed Belle Isle after Lewis Cass’ daughter, Belle.

1864 Sailing Vessels served Detroit from the late 18th to early 20th century.
Campus Martius built, as a military parade, ground in the 1700’s, was a thriving public market a century later.

1871 Detroit’s old City Hall erected in 1871 and demolished in 1961.

1872 Elijah McCoy, an African American inventor, patents the automatic locomotive lubricator, which was so good that
railroad men asked for “the real McCoy.”

1879 Belle Isle opened as a public park.

1889 The Hammond Building, Detroit’s first skyscraper, was built.

1890 Detroit built more ships than any other American city.

1890’s David Whitney mansion, built in 1890’s as the residence of a lumber baron, now an elegant restaurant on Woodward
Avenue.

1896 Charles Brady King introduced Detroit’s first automobile.  Three months later, Henry Ford completed his first car, the
Quadricycle.

1897 Sebastian S. Kresge opened his first dime store, which grew into Kmart.

20th Century

1903 Ford Motor Company formed.

1908 The Model T was introduced by Henry Ford.  It became the first low-priced mass-produced automobile with standard
interchangeable parts.

1908 General Motors formed.
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20th Century

1929 The Ambassador Bridge opened.

1900-1930 The automotive industry caused Detroit’s population to quadruple.

1930 The Detroit-Windsor tunnel opened.

1934 Wayne University was formed and renamed Wayne State University in 1956.

1935 The United Automobile Workers of America (UAW) was formed.

1936 The Detroit Tigers won the World Series.

1940’s Detroit was called the “Arsenal of Democracy,” producing one-fifth of the nation’s armament during World War II.

1947 Detroit’s first commercial television station, WWJ-TV, started broadcasting.

1954 The nation’s first shopping mall (Northland Center) opened in nearby Southfield, Michigan.

1960 Detroit’s first major convention center, Cobo Hall (now Cobo Conference/Exhibition Center) opened.

1961 Motown became Hitsville USA, with Detroit talents.  The Supremes and Stevie Wonder captured the hearts of the
generation in the 1960’s.

1974-1994 Coleman A. Young became the first African American mayor and the longest serving chief executive of Detroit.

1977 The Renaissance Center, the largest office complex in Michigan, was opened.

1987 The Detroit People Mover, an elevated train system, began operations.

1994 Dennis W. Archer was elected Mayor

1999 Construction began on Ford Field, the new home of the Detroit Lions in downtown Detroit.

21st Century

2000 Construction began on a 137-acre Park and office retail complex in the downtown Campus Martius area.
Comerica Park, the new home of the Detroit Tigers, opened in downtown Detroit.

2001 Detroit celebrates its 300th birthday.
A Chrysler assembly line reflects the technology of the early 1990’s.

2001 Kwame M. Kilpatrick was elected Mayor, the youngest African American elected mayor.
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1701

Detroit was founded by Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac as a fur-trading center. Fur traders and native
Americans arrived in canoes heavily laden with beaver pelts. Cadillac begins building the fort. The French
built houses close together on narrow streets, about 70 to 80 houses, inside the fort. There was also a barracks
and St. Anne's Church, now the oldest church in Detroit inside the fort.
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